252                           THE HIHDU AT  HOME
journey it is bad to hear it hiss. If any one sees the trail of a snake on the ground, he must walk backwards along it, rubbing it out with his foot.
LIZARD  OMENS.
There are two ways in which a lizard is supposed to exercise a good or an evil influence, and these are its cry and its falling upon anyone. With reference to the cry of a lizard it is said that, if on entering a town, anyone hears a lizard's cry coming from the left tfand it denotes prosperity; but if it should be heard from the right it bespeaks delay in the accomplishment of the designs of him who hears it. If the cry is heard from the front, it is a good omen; but it is bad to hear it from behind. If a number of lizards cry out together, or if one should cry many times it is a good sign. If when any one is considering about any business a lizard's cry is heard from the right or from above, it bespeaks well for the hearer's designs; but it would denote disaster if it were heard from the left side.
Every dweller in India knows how universal the ordinary lizard is; it is everywhere both indoors and out. It is a very harmless thing and many of its ways are rather entertaining than otherwise; especially its dexterity in pouncing upon the insects which form its food. Many lizards are very pretty, and the effect is very pleasing when they are seen darting about in the sunlight, or along the white walls by lamplight. Some of them, it is true, are not so engaging in appearance; but others have most beautiful colours and markings, and their feeble little "tweet" "tweet" is by no means unpleasant to the ear, though not very musical. In its movements here, there and everywhere, up the walls, along the beams and in and out among the rafters, seeking what it may devour, the silly thing must very often go very carelessly, or else get giddy from